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Iran-Contra Case, Walsh Says' 



shipments, having been advised by Penta- 
gon, justice and State Department officials 
that the shipments might have violated fed- 
eral laws. 

The prosecutors have focused their 
coverup inquiry on three top-level meetings 
in November 1986 attended by Reagan, 
Weinberger, Shultz, then-Vice President 
Bush, White House chief of staff Donald T. 
Regan and Attorney General Edwin. Meese 

hi. , .■ " 

Walsh, who said more than a year ago 
that his investigation was in its closing 
phases, explained yesterday that the inquiry 
had taken on a new life since mid-1990 due 
to “newly discovered documents including 
the personal notes of key officials, CIA ca- 
bles and tapes and other records previously 
withheld” from him and other governmental 
investigators. 

In his report, Walsh drew a distinction 



between lying to the public about covert 
activities and misleading investigators. 

“It is not a crime to deceive the American 
public, as high officials in the Reagan admin- 
istration did for two years while conducting 
the Iran and contra operations,” Walsh told 
the legislators. 

“But,” he continued, “it is a crime to mis- 
lead, deceive and lie to Congress when, tin 
fulfilling its legitimate oversight role. Idle 
Congress seeks to learn whether adminis- 
tration officials are conducitng the nation’s 
business in accordance with the law.” 

Walsh, who had been spending mucluof 
his time since late last year in his home 
state of Oklahoma working on his final re- 
port, said he intends to work fulltime in the 
Iran-contra prosecutors’ office in Washing- 
ton “in order to complete the final phase of 
our investigation.” 




